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Elliot
ark

A neighborhood
in transition

A view of the Herltage

el .' . . P ~ .
K This neighborhood on the edge of downtown Minneapolis was one of the city’s

?ﬁ gateways for immigrants in its carly days. Today, it is struggling to overcome the
/ effeets of urban degeneration and is beginning to show signs of revitalization.

Star Tribune photos by Dave Brewster

This mural on a Park Avenue bullding, painted by local artists and resldents, welcomes visitors
to the community. .

apartment bullding on the
600 block of S. 9th St.,
which was bullt in 1886.
Elllot Park WWIM Jaekson.71,play:ohockmlnmepnkmmvutfnwem
allows. -~
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Don't lose your ﬁé
The Mortgage Ban
tion offers a brochure
on handling a mortgay
housing costs and whe
vou fall behind
Forafree copy ol I
age Your Mortgage O
send a business-sized
dressed stamped enve
sumer Affairs, Mortga
Association, P.O. Box«
ington, DC 20035,

Income tax tij

Tax facts about |

I youwant to refin
mortgage, you needn
coming up with thou
lars in cash to pay the
upfront.

Some lenders will .
one-time loan charge
new mortgage balanc
cquals 1 pere
In most ca
any tax benefits by hi
ints added to your
because points paid i
ing usually must be w
gradually over the lite
— even if you paid th

I'he exception is w
the refinancing proce
for home improveme
cases, points attribut
tion of the loan can b
right away provided 1
upfrontin cash.

— Gary Klott
National Newspaper
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Renters' report.
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the Twin Cities the 1
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Elliot Park is
on the way up
by downtowi

Star Tribune photos by David Brewstt

TOP: Bl Nguyen, 76, has llved for 22 years In this house, one of the few single-famlly dwellings In the Elllot Park nelghborhood. During that time, he has completely renovated the 'wll!ﬂ;'

ABOVE: The Band Box, bullt in 1939, Is an Elliot Park Institution. Located at S. 10th St. and E. 14th St., the diner Is open only for breakfast and lunch, but during the early part of Its life, It

was open 24 hours. The 400-square-foot art deco-style restaurant Is the last Band Box; at one time there were 168 throughout the Twin Citles area.

Many strive to make ‘traditional urban community’ more livable

By Vickle Glimer
Star Tribune Staff Writer

In some parts of downtown Minne-
apolis, developers arc building luxury
apartments and condominiums and
townhouses. -But in Elliot Park, just

stones, a few Victorian houses and lots of
late-20th-century high-rise apartments.
Although commuters use Elliot Park
as a pathway to downtown destinations
or a convenient parking spot for events
at the Metrodome, passersby may not
notice that it is a lively, multi-ethnic

south of the heart of , the
community is toiling quietly to save it-
self from urban degeneration.

y. Its resid have fought
hard to make its streets safe and, in the
past few years, have renewed efforts to

ial d

Elliot Park is sandwiched t In-

and

terstate Hwy. 35W on its southern bor-
der, the Metrodome to the east, Loring
Park to the west and the skyscrapers of
downtown Minneapolis on its northern
boundary. Its housing is almost all rental
apartments; there are only a few houses
in the neighborhood, and 20 percent of
the land area is surface parking, said
Loren Niemi, executive director of Elliot
Park Neighborhood Inc.

In some ways, Elliot Park caters to com-

muters more than residents, yet the area’

has survived as one of Minneapolis’ oldest
Idential nelghborhoods. Its.housi

X b
stock is a mix of 19th-century bmwn;,

affoYdable high-density housing.
“Basically, people have failed to take
alook at the neighborhood,” Niemi said.
“Our feeling is that the city has basically
been focused on the, river, and when
that's complete, Elliot Park is going to be

keeping the historical aspects of the area

“intact, being pedestrian-friendly and

maintaining green space.
Niemi said the neighborhood group,
with the help of the city’s Neighborhood
. Revitalization Program (NRP), Minne-
apolis Community Development Agency,
Central Community Housing Trust and
other organizations, has moved forward
in planning for the development of af-
fordable housing and street-level busi-
nesses that cater to residents. It also has
worked to unify the community through
neighborhood patrols and events,
“We're actually making some prog-
ress,” Niemi said. “One of the reasons
we take an aggressive posture about de-

the last hood that
hasn’t been developed.

“Elliot Park has all the characteristics
of a classic neighborhood,” she added.

to

ping the density of the area is that
the more people you have utilizing the
streets, the more livable it becomes.”

“One of the things we're trying to do is  ELLIOT PARK continued on H7
a traditional urban
nity. We're not trying to'create single-  ALSO INSIDE:
family homes; we're '“':'e“e_‘,j :)';{;"%& » Finding housing is tough. H6

density b




“IT's MORE THAN A HOME.
IT’s SUNSETS OVER THE GREENS AND SKYLINE
VIEWS OF DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS.

Centex Homes is now pre-selling homes around the Arnold Palmerdestgned
Tournament Players Club of the Twin Citles golf course in Blaine. Deacon’s Walk
offers breathtaking views of ponds or parks from almost every homesite, yet is °
Just minutes from 1:35W and downtown Minneapolis or St. Paul.

TWIN HOMES FROM THE $150'S COACH HOMES FROM TIHE $119'S

2 Bedrooms & 2 Baths

2 Bedrooms with option of Loft,
Study or Third Bedroom
Open Kitehens
A Dining and Living Rooms that flow
together for Great Entertainment Areas

—_— :Dgacon's@c@u (L
612-780-7277
2 CENTEX HOMES
9 lf‘|.77“4

Spacious One-Level Living

ler License # 20076747
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By Vickle Gllmer
‘Star Tribune Staff Writer

Prospective home buyers and renters
won't have it easy if they're looking for a
place in Elliot Park. -

“In a way, the hot market is city-
wide," said Sandy Green of Sandy Green
Realty, who specializes in Minneapolis
properties.

In Elliot Park, she said, “about 10
years ago there were a lot-of problems, a
lot of foreclosures.” But as downtown
has become more dential, Elliot Park
has gotten more attention, she said.
“When you look at how close it is to
things that people want — the river, all
the bus lines, YWCA, the arts and restau-
rants, the library — it's all right there.

Most of the houses in Elliot Park —
and there aren’t many — are located on
S. 17th Street overlooking Interstate
Highway 35W. About half are duplexes,
which are in high demand, Green said.

Most of Elliot Park’s housing units are
apartments, but tenants are having a

Affordable rents make
housing hard to find in
Elliot Park neighborhood

tough time finding even those.

“If [ were a tenant in Elliot Park, I'd
be trying to figure out how to get a five-
year lease,” Green said. The vacancy rate
is low city-wide — less than 2 percent
for one- or two-bedroom apartments —
and Elliot Park is one of the few Minnc-
apolis neighborhoods where rents are
affordable for those living on low or

liot Park are not de-
signed for families; they typically are
studios and one- or two-bedroom apart-
ments. Monthly rents range from $210
for a single room to less than $500 fora
one-bedroom unit.

Green said she agrees with many El

liot Park residents who claim that the
area is on the upswing.
“Elliot Park does have a very good
neighborhood  organization and
long-term residents,” she said. 1 do
think there are some very vocal constitu-
ents, and there are some people who
don’t live there who care a lot about
|what happens in] Elliot Park.”

FIREFLACE, CEN TRAL ALK AND
APPUANCES NOT ALKEA

FREE
CENTRAL AT AN
APPLIANCES NOT ALREA

»
Y INCLUDED"

EAGLE CREEK
BLUFF
Savage

ORCHARD

MEADOWS
Lakeville

403:0778

Woodbury—From low $1205
Rambler Townhomes &
. From 194, exit Co. Rd. 19 south
i left on Fox Run
R, Left again at in
Anbther left on Lake Ridge Rd.
Ahcad 1/4 mile to models

436-7710

FREE
ENTRAL AIR AND

APPLIANCES NOT ALKEADY INCLUDED"
_ REGATTA l
Apple Valley —From low $1208

Rambler Townhomes
From 1-494, exit 77/Cedar Ave.
south, East on Co. Rd. 46/
160th St. one mile. North on
Finch Ave. Four model centers
on display along Finch Ave.

953-0697

CRANBIRRY
_ MEADOWS
Maple Grove—From low $1205
Rambler Townhomes
From 194, exit Co. Rd. 30 west.
South on Lawndale Ln. Temporary
Sales Center s ahead on the left.

- 420-6567

. FR.
FIREPLACE, CENTRAL AIR AND
APPLIANCES NOT ALREADY INCLUDED

| STONE MEADOWS |

Shakopee—From low $120s
Rambler Townhomes &
From 1-494, take Hwy. 169
south over Bloomington Ferry
Bridge. North on Marystown Rd.
to Vierling Dr. (first left). Follow
signs to models.

403-0778

Rosemount
Detached Rambler
Townhomes
From mid $130s
423-7236

Rambler Townhomes &
From low $120s
423-9271

From 1494, exit 77/Cedar Ave:
south to Co, Rd. 42, then cast

five miles, Temporary Sales Center
is north on Biscayne Ave. -

+Offer valid until 9/30/98 on selected
homes. Some restrictions apply.
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Minnesota’s Largest Home Builder

,
Faur Housing Act.
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